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But how will the non-violent democracy adjust the claims
of society and the individual and reconcile individual freedom
with social obligation, a task achieved at present by the State
by means of coercion exercised in the last resort?

To Gandhiji society is just like a family, and the relation
between the individual and society is one of close inter-
dependence. He rejects alike the unrestricted individualism that
ignores social obligations as well as the other extreme view
which regards the individual as a mere cog in the social
machine. He writes, "I value individual freedom, but you must
not forget that man is essentially a social being. He has risen to
the present status by learning to adjust his individualism to the
requirements of social progress. Unrestricted individualism is
the law of the beast of the jungle. We have learnt to strike the
mean between individual freedom and social restraint. Willing
submission to social restraint for the sake of the wellbeing of
the whole society, enriches both the individual and the society
of which one is a member."26 But as between the individual and
society the individual comes first in Gandhiji's philosophy,
though society is by no means neglected. The individual is above
all the soul and in any scheme of social progress the first step
always lies with him. The evolution of the Stateless non-violent
democracy depends on the average individual evolving genuine
non-violence and acquiring personal szuaraj. Society must pro-
vide opportunities for the maximum growth of the individual
which consists in selfless service of society and willing fulfilment
of his social obligations. In case either of the two goes wrong
the other should resist non-violently. But apart from the
pressure of the drastic step of non-violent direct action and the
inward morality of the individual, both of which induce him to
fulfil his social obligations, there is another non-violent factor
which keeps the individual alive to these obligations. This is
what Hindu thinkers call dharma*

Dharma which corresponds to the German conception of
sittlichkeit21 is a system of culture and discipline rather than a
creed. It is neither subjective in the sense of morality imposed
bv the individual's conscience, nor external like the law enforced

26 H.9 May 27, 1939, p. 144.
27  Ernest Barker translates it as 'social ethics* in Political Thought  in
England from Spencer to  Today, p. 27.